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Dengue Outbreak in Burkina Faso

caused by four (4) distinct dengue viruses (DENVs). In some countries of sub-Saharan Africa, the
circulation of alf four (4) viruses has been reported. However, availability of rapid tests and
molecular diagnosis by reverse transcription in resource-limited settings remains a challenge.

In Burkina Faso, dengue fepresents an added burden to an infectious disease landscape
dominated by malaria: therefore, implementation of molecular diagnostic testing is urgentiy
needed to identify the correct etiologic agent associated with the disease. Another difficulty is the
elevated cost of testing where it is possible for a poor population, which is already fighting to
survive famine and other ills. But how did this deadly disease come into being in this country?

Probably, increased international travej between neighbouring countries, mosquito
circulation and imported breed of mosquitoes, which certainly found themselves in the nature
have led to the outbreak of this disease in the country. Molecular diagnostics, vector control
strategies, and risk Communication should be implemented in Burkina Faso in preparation for a

Adapted from Emerging [nfectious Diseases, Volume 24, Number 1, January 20186.

Vocabulary:

An etiologic agent: the true form of the agent
)_Guided commenta (14 points)
—=2dlded commentary

1) Using your own words, give the definition of “Dengue” according to the text. (2 points)

2) In your own words, name three (3) main difficulties in the process of diagnosing the agent
responsible for the dengue disease, according to the text. (3 points)

3) Basing on the text and in your own words, mention three (3) ways through which the
dengue disease entered Burkina Faso. (4 points) -

4) Relying on the text and in your own words what are four (4) measures to address the
dengue disease. (5 points)

i) Essay writing (6 points)


Bernie O
eLBF Logo


